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In the realm of sports, Barry Bograd did a lot of good

things for Framingham.

In the realm of sports, Barry Bograd did a lot of good things for Framingham.

He coached youth football, brought energy as a cable TV host, tossed his passion

for participation into local politics and served on several boards, all the while

running a successful Human Resources consulting business.

What he didn't do — what he was incapable of doing —was anything

halfheartedly. If he was in, he was all in.

Bob Merusi was Framingham's long-time head of Parks and Recreation. Bograd

immersed himself in numerous projects for Merusi who, if he needed something

done, and done enthusiastically and right, knew who to call on.

"Barry could assume any role," said Merusi. "He'd say, ̀Here's how we get it done.'

He had to stay busy and be a player in the community.

"He couldn't stay away."

This went on for over 30 years. When Bograd moved from Newton to

Framingham it didn't take long for Merusi to learn about this newcomer who

had the ideas and stamina to be a big help.

"I recruited him," said Merusi. "I knew he'd get things done. A lot of people relied

on Barry regarding what to do."
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Bograd succumbed to cancer on Jan. 30. He was 77

Dave Hutchinson worked with Bograd on Framingham cable TV for decades.

"I was doing sports, and Barry came in with some great ideas," said Hutchinson.

"I was doing Framingham hockey games at Loring Arena. Barry did some games

with me. But he didn't like the cold rink. So he did basketball games instead."

Bograd especially liked broadcasting football games. He started on the ground

floor.

"He started doing Pop Warner games on cable," Hutchinson recollected. "The

thing I remember most about Barry is that he cared about the kids."

Bograd had five grandchildren. They became shining points of light in his life.

"He lived and died for his grandchildren," said his son, Mark.

When his hockey-playing son Brandon played in a tournament in Philadelphia a

couple of years ago, Barry and Elaine, his wife of 52 years, made the trip from

Framingham to lend support. Never one to waste time or an opportunity, Barry

had his picture taken in front of the "Rocky" statute. He did not, however, run up

the steps like Stallone did in the iconic movie.

When Mark's daughter Samantha was in a cheerleading competition in Amherst,

Barry was there. Barry knew nothing about how cheerleading competitions were

judged. "But he read up on it," said Mark. At the competition, he actually

understood the complexities of the scoring.

That was Barry: Don't know; find out. Do your homework.

Bograd took a leap into coaching youth football even though he didn't have any

background for it.

"He began learning the X's and O's," said Mark. "There was no stopping him after

that." Bograd wound up as an assistant coach at Newton South. "I think he

enjoyed coaching most," said Jeff, Bograd's son who resides in Hopkinton. "He

inspired kids to do their best."

You name it, Bograd jumped in. Baseball, basketball football, soccer. He even
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owned a soccer camp for a while.

"I don't even think he'd ever seen a soccer game," said Mark "Baseball was his

first love when he was young."

"When my dad was in the Army, in Germany, he coached a Little League team,"

said Jeff.

"But football became his passion," added Mark, who played soccer and lacrosse at

Framingham North High. Jeff, all of 5-foot-5, 138-pounds, was a hardnosed

guard and linebacker. Barry was so proud of his boys. He could get emotional

about it too.

Bograd had an entrepreneurial bent to him. He took plunges, whether it was on

aboard of directors or Framingham politics. He owned the HR consulting

business. The guy just wasn't very good at idly standing around. Try things could

have been his motto. The way he looked at it, if you get knocked down "you just

get up on the horse again," said Jeff. "When he committed to something, he did it

100 percent."

Doing broadcasts of Framingham South and Framingham North football games

at Bowditch Field highlighted Bograd's fall weekends. He showed up early in the

press box, greeted co-workers, acquaintances, and strangers with a smile and a

handshake. He loved putting on the headphones and taking his seat in front of

the microphone. You would have thought he was doing play-by-play for an NFL

game.

"It was quite an experience working with Barry," said Hutchinson. "He was quite

a fellow."

He sure was. And there was always this, front and center, about Barry Bograd.

"Family always came first," said Jeff. "It was always about family."

Lenny Megliola s can be reached at lennymegs4l~a gmail.com. Follow him on Twitter

~a lennymegs.
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